The Aviagen
Compartment
Aviagen® in the UK was the first company
in the world to achieve company-wide
‘Compartment’ status recognised by
a government body. The scheme that
Aviagen is a member of is the “GB
Enhanced Standard” (GB = Great Britain).
Aviagen has worked for many years
to set high standards of biosecurity

and achieving Compartment status
now recognises what we do every day,
proving that the company leads the way
in bird health and biosecurity.
With recognition by importing officials,
Compartmentalisation provides a means
for greater security of supply for Aviagen
customers world-wide.

What is
Compartmentalisation?
Compartmentalisation is a groundbreaking initiative proposed by OIE (World
Organisation for Animal Health) and
designed to facilitate the export of chicks
and eggs from approved farms in the event
of an outbreak of Notifiable Avian Influenza
(AI) or Newcastle Disease (ND).
It has been a collaborative effort developed
in conjunction with the UK poultry breeding
industry, with involvement from the British
Poultry Council and Department for the
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(DEFRA), and with inspections carried out
by Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)
government veterinarians.

What is involved?
In order to achieve Compartment status,
it is necessary for Aviagen to undergo
regular government inspections and audits.
These audits are carried out by government
veterinarians and include a thorough
review of supporting documentation
and visits to all Compartment facilities
within the company. Regular serological
monitoring is also carried out every 28
days at a government approved laboratory
for flocks in lay and every 6 months at the
government laboratory.

Compartmentalisation provides a
mechanism for countries around the world
to accept stock from an exporting country
with an AI or ND outbreak by providing the
importing country’s officials with the ability
to evaluate suppliers based on an exporting
company’s biosecurity programme. The
importing officials will have a high degree
of confidence of the health status of
the imported stock, as the biosecurity
programme of Aviagen is sanctioned
and audited by government veterinarians
(DEFRA and APHA).

Compartmentalisation
A Brief History
2004
Compartment concept proposed by OIE
March 2007
UK poultry breeders group begins planning
and writing set of rules to govern the scheme
March 2009
EU Commission produces a set of rules
April 2009
Auditors appointed to inspect facilities
October 2009
Aviagen pedigree audit begins
April 2010
Aviagen UK pedigree facilities awarded
Compartment status
June 2010
Aviagen GGP and GP facility audits begin
April 2011
Compartment status granted to all
Aviagen’s UK facilities

Aviagen (in the UK)
•

Centre for Aviagen Group’s global
R&D programme

•

Home to one of Aviagen’s two
pedigree breeding programmes

•

Supply GGP stock to Aviagen
operations in Asia

•

Supply GP stock to all other Aviagen
European operations

•

Supply GP stock to distributors in
Europe, Middle East, Africa and Asia

•

Supply PS stock to customers across
Europe, Middle East and Africa

The Aviagen Compartment

Compartmentalisation:
Country Acceptance
Countries which have accepted the GB
Enhanced Standard and have updated their
Export Health Certificates (EHC) accordingly:
•

South Africa were one of the first
countries to embrace the Compartment
scheme and five exports have taken place
to South Africa under Compartments
when the UK was affected by Notifiable
Avian Influenza in 2015.

•

Other countries which have accepted the
Compartment scheme are New Zealand
and Japan. These are countries with some
of the most stringent import requirements
in the world.

•

Many other countries (such as Turkey,
Canada and Egypt) have agreed to have
Compartments added to their EHC from
the UK in order to future proof their EHC.
We continue to work with these countries
to get formal agreements for the actual
export of stock during times when GB
loses its country free status.

For more information on Compartmentalisation visit the DEFRA website:
www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu-and-newcastle-disease-prevention-join-thecompartmentalisation-scheme
Schedules of the GB Enhanced Standard can be found on the
British Poultry Council website:
http://www.britishpoultry.org.uk/blog/defra-compartments
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